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ADVOCACY & POLITICAL
ACTION WORKS!

HIS issue of Shop Stewards in the Know
focuses on the importance of political action,
advocacy and members’ involvement. This is
the last of a series of five special newsletters
focusing on union building. The other four were: Inter-
nal Organizing, Solving Workplace Problems, Commu-
nity-Labor Coalitions/Organizing; and
Education on What a Union Is and Does.

We know, as public employees, that
involvement in political action and ad-
vocacy is crucial to our survival. Lobby-
ing, rallying, voting and volunteering to 3
Get-out-the-Vote on Election Day leads elect’on_
to winning gains for our members. On
Election Day, we become the personnel directors who
hire and fire our bosses.

The funding for our pay raises and health benefits
comes directly from city, state and federal tax dollars.
Our pension benefits are voted on in Albany by state
legislators. Civil service rules are decided in Albany.
Many of our workplace health and safety protections
come through laws passed by public officials.

It is important that our members know all of this.

Sadly, only 37%
of our members
voted in the last

It is up to you, as shop stewards, to tell them.

Sadly, only 37% of our members voted in the last elec-
tion. The lack of participation in the electoral process
is appalling and reflects a lack of understanding of the
importance of voting. Too often we are saddled with
politicians who run for office and are weak or don't
speak to our needs. But by staying home,
members open the door to anti-labor zeal-
ots who want to destroy unions. Once in
office, they may succeed. This is exactly
what happened in Wisconsin with Gover-
nor Scott Walker.

Members have to be made aware that
when they show up in numbers at the
polls, on lobby days and at rallies, they have the power
to make candidates sit up and take notice. Participation
can and does make a difference.

Hopefully, this issue of the newsletter will give you
more tools and ideas to use when talking to, educating,
organizing and mobilizing our members for action. Us-
ing what you learn is critical. Let’s get busy and build
DC 37 and Local 1549 Strong!

Large numbers of union members march-
ing and rallying is a key factor in pressing
political and legislative leaders to respect us
and respond favorably to our needs. “Street
Heat” is a major reason that public officials
pass legislation beneficial to working people.






